
After seeing the King Tut exhibit at 
Chicago’s Field Museum when she was 
three, Nupur wanted to be an archeologist.  
Next, she wanted to be a paleontologist 
because she was fascinated by dinosaurs.  
In both cases, the emphasis was on 
discovering and exploring the unknown.  
This is echoed in her current research 
efforts.

Nupur is a 1991 graduate of AHS.  The 
Model U.N., Amnesty International, Quiz 
Bowl, Mock Trial, Scratch Pad, Concert 
Chorale, Madrigal Singers and student 
government are among her many high 
school activities.  She was also an honor 
graduate.  Prior to her senior year, she 
was in a fellowship program funded by the 
National Institutes of Health, the U.S. Dept. 
of Agriculture and the Dept. of Energy.  
During this time she submitted her first 
research project to the Westinghouse 
Science Talent Search Competition and 
was named a top 40 finalist. 
Following her graduation from Ames 
High School she attended Iowa State 

University where she completed her 
B.S. in 1995 with a major in Genetics, a 
minor in Zoology, and a concentration in 
Biotechnology.  While she was at Iowa 
State, she became a member of five 
national honor societies including Phi 
Kappa Phi and Sigma Xi.  She received a 
number of other awards and scholarships 
which included the Fung Award for the 
Outstanding Student in Genetics from Iowa 
State and the Barry Goldwater Scholar 
for Excellence in Mathematics, Science 
and Engineering from the U.S. Congress.  
During her undergraduate years she 
also had research internships at Iowa 
State University, the Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory in New York and the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, MN.

Nupur then enrolled in Northwestern 
University Medical School and Dept. Cell 
& Molecular Biology--as a NIH-funded 
M.D.-Ph.D. student.  She received her 
Ph.D. in Cell & Molecular Biology from 
Northwestern University Graduate School 
in Evanston in 2001 and her M.D. from 
Northwestern University Feinberg School 
of Medicine in 2003.  Nupur then did a 
residency in Neurology at Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital in St. Louis, MO from 2003-2007.  
Her final year at Barnes-Jewish Hospital, 
she was the Chief Resident in the Dept. of 
Neurology.  This residency was followed 
by a fellowship in Geriatric Neurology at 
Washington University from 2007-2009.

In 2009, Nupur became an Instructor 
in Neurology, Division of Aging, at the 
Washington University Medical School.  
She next became an Assistant Professor in 
Neurology, Division of Aging, and Assistant 
Director in the Memory Diagnostic Center, 
Dept. of Neurology at the Washington 
University Medical School.  During this 
time she has been both an Investigator 
and Sub-Investigator in studies dealing 
with Cognitive Impairment, Dementia 
and Alzheimer’s Disease.  She has been 

teaching, training and mentoring medical 
students and residents since 2003 and 
has received teaching awards.  In 2010 
she became a Clinic Mentor for the 
Geriatric Psychiatry Resident rotation at 
Washington University.  In 2008 Nupur 
was the Richard & Mildred Poletsky 
recipient for contributions to dementia care 
and research.  This award was followed 
in 2009 by the Alene & Meyer Kopolow 
award for achievement in direct patient 
care and aging research. She currently 
is an Associate Professor in Neurology 
and Psychiatry at Washington University 
Medical School.

Today, Nupur also studies frontotemporal 
dementia (FTD).  She has transitioned 
from developing a model of inherited 
FTD in a mouse model to understand 
the disease and test future therapies to 
working with FTD patients themselves 
in clinical research studies.  In her spare 
time, she enjoys exploring the visual 
arts.  She has a particular interest in 
Renaissance and Early Baroque Art. She 
has a background in the performing arts 
having studied ballet and pointe for 12 
years and Indian regional dances for 13 
years.  She is a pianist and a vocalist, 
although she rarely has time for personal 
performances.  After singing competitively 
in high school, she continued singing at 
Iowa State with the Iowa State Singers 
and on through medical school with the 
Hamstrings, who produced their own 
annual show with the proceeds going 
to the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation.  
She is also a linguist and speaks Hindi, 
Bengali, French and, of course, English.  
She dabbles in other languages in her 
travels.  Congratulations on your amazing 
accomplishments, “Dr.-Dr.” Ghoshal, and 
thanks for sharing your post Ames High life 
with us.  “Ames Hi” graduates do continue 
to “Aim High”!  
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Nupur Ghoshal, M.D., Ph.D.,
2018 AHS Distinguished Alumna

Nupur Ghoshal, M.D., Ph.D.
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2018 Ames High School Athletic Hall of Fame

Philip Bishop, ’86 is unique to Ames High 
Athletics.  A long, lanky unlikely diver, 
Bishop stepped up to take to the air for 
Ames High as an inexperienced freshman 
in l982—at a time when the Ames High 
Swim and Dive team was without a dive 
coach.  He won his very first high school 
dive competition in Marshalltown.  He 
finished his freshman year placing 7th at 
Conference, 3rd at the Districts and 10th 
at the State Meet. He followed up his 10th 
place in 1983 State Meet finish with a 4th 
place finish as a sophomore.  Going into 
his junior year, he prepared himself for the 
success to come, and from that point on in 
his career, he was never again defeated in 
an IHSAA event.  He won two consecutive 
Iowa State Dive Championships as a junior 
and senior and became a two-time All-
American.  Coach Michael Wittmer asserts 
he has “never had an athlete improve over 
four years the way Phil did.”  Phil Bishop 
is a member of what Coach Wittmer calls 
Ames High Swim and Dive’s “Select 4 x 
4 x 4 Club”.  Bishop was a four-time letter 
winner, a four-time State Meet qualifier and 
four times scored points for Ames High in 
the State Meet.
Bishop continued his diving career at 
Grinnell College, where he still holds the 
pool record for a six-dive competition.  
While competing for Grinnell, Bishop 
went undefeated in regular competition 
and accumulated five NCAA Division III 
accolades.  He finished as high as 2nd 
place in the NCAA Division Championships 
at 3 meters.  Later, Bishop furthered his 
dive career as a coach, serving for the 
University of South Dakota Coyotes and 
returning for a several year stint at Ames 
High.  Professionally, Phil Bishop is a field 
archeologist living in Minneapolis, Tulsa and 
Houston.

Ben Cotton, ‘08 as a four-year, four sport 
athlete earned letters his sophomore, junior 
and senior years in football, basketball, 
track and baseball.  In football, he was the 
only player to start on both sides of the ball 
for Coach Bruce Vertanen.  During his three 
letter winning seasons, he earned 1st Team 
All-Conference, 4A 1st Team All-State and 
during his senior year 1st Team Elite All-
State.  Cotton tallied 45 receptions for 639 
yards and four touchdowns in his final year 
and left Ames High with several all-time 
records in football.  
During his three years playing basketball, 
Cotton helped the team to 47 wins and 
two conference championships.  His 335 
rebounds placed him 11th on the Ames 
High All-Time Rebounds list.  He earned 
All-Conference Honorable Mention during 
his senior year.  Under Coach John Sletten, 
Cotton was a state qualifier in discus, and 
as a baseball player, an Honorable Mention 
All-Conference—both during his junior year.  
Cotton’s achievements were underscored 
by a tenacious work ethic.  He was a faithful 
staple in the weight room, and he was the 
student athlete who ran the Stadium stairs 
alone at night. 
Cotton had many suitors courting him—
among them Iowa State, Iowa, Wisconsin.  
He initially committed to Louisville 
before finally signing with Nebraska, 
where his father’s returned to coach for 
the Cornhuskers.  At Nebraska, Cotton 
became a four-year letter winner and a 
three-year starter.  He earned Academic 
All-Conference (Big 12 and Big 10) all 
four seasons and two Big-10 Honorable 
Mention All-Conference.  He graduated 
with a degree in Business Administration in 
2012 and later earned a Master’s in Higher 
Education from the University of Nevada at 
Las Vegas while working as an Offensive 
Graduate Assistant.  In 2013, Cotton signed 

as an undrafted free agent with the San 
Diego Chargers.  He currently serves as the 
Offensive Graduate Assistant Coach for the 
University of Pittsburgh Panthers.

Amy (Hamilton) Fouch, ‘07 was a prime 
example of the IGHSAU’s symbolic “Iowa 
Girl.”  She was a major contributor to 
the success of Ames High’s volleyball, 
basketball and soccer programs during 
her high school career.   The Ames High 
volleyball teams qualified for the State 
Tournament in 2003, 2005 and 2006, were 
undefeated in Conference play and made 
the State Semi-Finals during her junior 
and senior years.  Amy received All-State 
Special Mention, 1st Team All-Conference 
and All-CIML Elite 2nd Team honors.  The 
team, captained by Hamilton during her 
senior year, had a record of 34-6.  
Hamilton was a four-year letter winner on 
Coach Joel Sullivan’s basketball squads.  
She ended her career as the all-time 
leader in Three-Point Field Goals Made 
in both a season (52) and career (133) 
as well as in Career-Three-Point Field 
Percentage (39%) and Career Free Throw 
Percentage (84.4%).  She graduated from 
Ames High as the third highest scorer in 
program history.  Three times she earned 
1st Team All-Conference honors and was 
a unanimous selection twice.  She earned 
many other conference and state honors 
as she helped Ames High to two IGHSAU 
Basketball State Tournament berths.
Amy filled out her Ames High athletic career 
on the soccer field with teams that made 
State Tournament appearances during 
her junior and senior years.  A four-year 
letter winner in a second sport, Hamilton’s 
leadership and athleticism earned her All-
Conference Honorable Mention in 2007.
After graduating from Ames High, Hamilton 
began her collegiate career as a two-
sport student-athlete at Simpson College 
in Indianola, Iowa.   After one season of 
volleyball, Hamilton turned her focus to 
basketball where she was a four-year letter 
winner.  She became the school’s all-time 
leader in Three-Point Goals Made (241) and 
TPGM in a game (8) and became the 13th 
woman in program history to score 1,000 or 
more points.  She lead the NCAA Division 
III in Three-Point Field Goal Percentage 
during the 2008-09 season and was a 
three-time 2nd Team All-Iowa Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference honoree.  Currently, 
Amy (Hamilton) Fouch lives in Tipton, Iowa 
with her husband, Tipton High Activities 
Director Matt Fouch, and their children, 
Grayson (2) and Adalyn (11 months).

David Sucher, ’57 was a four-sport 
student-athlete in football, basketball, track 
and baseball.  His athletic career at Ames 
High School is embodied in the historic 
1956 football team.  Sucher played left 

(l-r):  Amy Hamilton Fouch, A.D. Judge Johnston (representing Ben Cotton), Nupur Ghoshal (AHSAA 
Distinguished Alum), David Sucher, Kerstan Thorgaard. Philip Bishop
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2018 AHS Distinguished 
Service Award

Little Cyclones 
Girls’ Swim 
Team wins 

State

Nathan Buss is an invaluable member of 
the Ames High athletic community. For 
nearly 20 years, Buss has volunteered 
his time at countless events to help 
make Little Cyclones athletics the 

championship caliber operation it is 
today. This October, Buss was honored 
with the 2018 Ames High Distinguished 
Service Award by Athletic Director Judge 
Johnston.

A few of the highlights of Buss’ volunteer 
efforts include being the clerk for Ames 
High and Ames Middle School track 
meets for 18 years. For 12 years, he 
has run the clock during varsity football 
games. Buss has also helped with the 
softball scoreboard, drill team prop and 
backdrop production, fall cheer and drill 
team transportation, and helped coach 
offseason track and softball practices.

In addition to being honored this fall with 
the distinguished service award, Buss 
has also won the Ames High Booster 
Club Award (2006) and the Jim Dresser 
Award (2009). Nathan and his wife Sarah 
have four daughters - Macee (class of 
2018), Joscelyn (class of 2020), Jewels 
(class of 2020), Ireland (class of 2023) 
and one son Laiken (class of 2026).  
Ames High would like to thank Nathan for 
all his years of service!  ( Ian Smith, ’03)

For the fourth year in a row and eighth in 
nine years the Ames Girls’ swim team has 
won the state swimming championship. 
Winning five events they outscored 
Dowling Catholic by 53 points and third 
place by 178. Their depth helped them 
score in all eleven events. 

The November 3rd event was held at the 
Marshalltown YMCA.  For the past three 
years Coach Dan Flannery’s swimmers 
have also won the national trophy for first 
place based on their times. And, based 
on the youth of their swimmers, the Little 
Cyclones are well poised to continue their 
dynasty. (RJS)

tackle on Coach Ken Well’s undefeated No. 
1 ranked team—one that was named to the 
All-Time Top 50 High School Football teams 
in Iowa by the Des Moines Register and 
very well may be the greatest Ames High 
football team to date.  Three times Sucher 
earned his varsity football letter during a 
rich hard-nosed era of Ames High football.  
He fought shoulder-to-shoulder with 
other Ames High Hall of Famers Charles 
Lamson, William Stuart, Larry Munson and 
Ben Fellows.  As many as fifteen players 
from the 1956 team ended up on college 
rosters. Twice Sucher was honored with 1st 
Team All-Conference recognition.  During 
his senior year season, he was named 
to the 4th team All-State.  With Sucher 
at tackle, Ames High posted records of 
6-2 in 1955 and 8-0 in that storied run in 
1956 that crowned Ames High the State 
Champs.  He continued his football career 
as a letter-winner at Wesleyan University in 
Connecticut.  
Sucher’s basketball and track careers 
were highlighted by two letter-winning 
seasons and two Track and Field State 
Championships in 1956 and 1957.  Sucher 
enjoyed a very long business career in Red 
Wing, Minnesota, where he still lives with 
his wife, Avis, and where they raised their 
two children, David and Alexandria.

Kerstan Thorgaard’s, ’07 achievements 
in the Ames High Track and Field program 
are so plentiful that they read like a 
litany.  By the time Kerstan graduated in 
2008, she racked up qualifications for the 
State Track Meet in 16 events, made 10 
individual trips to the State Meet podium, 
won two individual State Championships 
and secured six Ames High School track 
records.  She was an 8-time individual 
District Champion and a 10-time individual 
Conference Champion.  
As a freshman in 2004, Thorgaard was the 
Conference Champion in the long jump, 
100m, 200m and 400m, and she stunned 
the CIC by setting conference and school 
records in each of these events.  She 
finished the season as the State Runner-
up in the 400m, 200m and long jump.  
Although her 2005 sophomore season was 
hampered by injury, Thogaard still managed 
to place 6th at the State Meet in the long 
jump.
In 2006, the healthy Thorgaard completely 
dominated the field in the 400m for the 
entire season, and she picked up her first 
individual State Championship as well as 
3rd place in the 200m and 8th in the long 
jump.  Thorgaard also etched her name in 
the Drake Relays’ History Book by breaking 

Sue Deppe’s (AHS-’75 and HOF, ’93) 
stadium record in the 800m.  As a senior 
in 2007 with merely four meets remaining 
in the season, Thorgaard took to the track 
to run the 400m hurdles for the first time.  
She went on to win the individual State 
title in that event by setting a new State 
Meet Record of l:02.  She also had runner-
up finishes in the 400m and 4x400m and 
contributed to the 3rd place finish in the 
Sprint Medley.
Although Kerstan’s prowess may have 
been as a spriner, she excelled as a cross 
country runner and team leader.  As a 
freshman, she placed 5th in the State Meet 
and was named to the 4A All-State and 
Elite All-State teams.  Kerstan qualified 
again for the State Meet her sophomore 
year, but her real break-out year was as 
a junior when she finished in the top five 
in every invitational meet, earned a Top 
10 finish in the State Meet and was an 
All-Elite Team honoree for the second 
time.  Thorgaard went on to contribute to 
the Iowa State University Track and Field 
program and earn her degree in Accounting 
and Marketing.  Her parents, Leesa and 
Brad, still live in Ames, while her sisters, 
Larah and Emma, reside in Denver and 
Washington, D.C.
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James Thomas “Tom” Emmerson, ’55 
was among five current and former Iowa 
State University staff members who were 
honored for having inspired students 
during their years at ISU.  The award, 
presented annually in May by the ISU 
Alumni Association, recognizes persons 
who had “a significant impact on the lives 
of students” and is based on nominations 
by students past and present.  Emmerson 
taught and advised journalism majors for 
34 years before retiring in 2004.

“Congratulations!  You’re a Winner!  
Camille Ripp Helgeson, ’83, was 

awarded $500 to purchase books for 
her first-grade classroom at Meeker 
Elementary School in Ames.  Camille 
wrote a short essay over the summer on 
how she would spend the $500 in her 
classroom and how it would benefit her 
students.  Over 127,000 teachers entered 
the contest and 4,000 were chosen to 
receive the award.  Two million dollars 
were awarded to teachers nationwide.

The contest was sponsored by Scholastic 
Books and the author James Patterson.  
This was the 4th year James Patterson 
and Scholastic Books Clubs teamed 

up for the book giveaway.  Both James 
Patterson and the people at Scholastic 
books agree about the crucial importance 
of getting books in the hands of as many 
children as possible.  They also know 
that a student’s first opportunity to have 
access to quality books starts with the 
teacher in the classroom.  Camille plans 
to purchase mainly non-fiction books 
for her classroom library.  First-grade 
students are very curious about the world 
around them and really enjoy non-fiction 
books that feature students’ favorite 
characters, such as Piggie & Elephant, 
Clifford, Pete the Cat and many more.

Other News About Our Graduates...

Moderating a political 
TV debate may look 

easy, but...

AHS grad Somsanith 
murdered in Kansas

What’s it like to moderate a 
political debate?  In this case it 
was between Iowa’s two main 
gubernatorial candidates—
Gov. Kim Reynolds (R) and 
challenger Fred Hubbell (D).  
One thing for sure: It’s not a 
snap.  Des Moines Register 
opinion editor Kathie Kinrade 
Obradovish (’83) offered 
these insights on what it took 
to prepare for and manage a 
televised 60-minute debate 
in October with co-moderator 
Steve Karlin of KCCI-TV.

First comes preparations.  
These involved a month’s 
worth of weekly meetings and 
email discussions about the 
format, logistics and finally the 
topics, wording and priority of 
the questions to be posed to 
candidates.  Obradovich says 
she and Karlin spent hours with 
a half-dozen editors “trying to 
write questions that challenged 
the candidates to delve beyond 

their talking points and focus on 
their vision and agenda.”

That’s the easy part.  In the 
heat of the debate, Kathie 
writes, “we had to jettison 
many of those questions in 
order to keep the program on 
time.  It’s sort of like cooking 
all week for a Thanksgiving 
feast, only to have the family 
rip through the food in 20 
minutes.  For Obradovich the 
most challenging part was 
“to balance the need to listen 
carefully to the candidates’ 
answers while also keeping 
track of the time, whose turn 
it is to answer and a swarm of 
other details.”  It really is “hit 
or miss.”  This is so stressful, 
she adds, that she usually has 
to watch the video recording 
afterwards to know for sure 
“everything the candidates 
actually said.”

That debate occurred on 
Wednesday, Oct. 10.  Two 
days before Kathie moderated 
a congressional forum (Iowa’s 
2nd) and was in Ames that 
evening to oversee a less 
challenging panel discussion 
on the lessons of Watergate 
45 years later.  Former 
Congressman Ed Mezvinsky 
(’55) was one of three 
panelists.
(Tom Emmerson, ’55) 

AHS grad Oune 
S. Somsanith (’92) 
was murdered in 
Kansas City, KS, 
on Sunday, July 8, 
2018.

His wife is Kelly 
Hawley (AHS 
’93), mother of 
their five children 
in Lee’s Summit, 
MO.  Oune was 
fatally shot in broad 

daylight while buying an I-phone from someone on Letgo, 
an app that helps people buy and sell used products.  As 
of mid-August, the killer was still at large and KC police 
appear to have no suspect or solid clues. 

Somsanith, 45, was born in Laos, came to Ames, Iowa 
with his parents in 1977 as a Vietnam War refugee 
when he was 5.  Oune became a naturalized US citizen 
in 1994.  He grew up in Ames – attending Roosevelt 
Elementary and Ames High, where he met Kelly Hawley. 
They were married in 1991 .  They have five children—
June, 19; Cayenne, 17, T.J., 14 and twins, Emily and 
Emma, 12—and the family has lived in Lee’s Summit for 
20 years.

A memorial fund has been established by the Somsanith 
family for the children’s college tuition (717 NW Eagle 
Ridge Circle, Lee’s Summit, MO  64081). Donations can 
also be made to a fund created by classmate Alison Doyle 
(’93) at https://gofundme.com/oune-somsanith-family.
Other survivors also include Oune’s mother (Ouey) and 
father (Sorn) in Ames and his brother Nokeo (’94) in 
Pittsburgh, PA.
(Tom Emmerson, ’55)
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We Get Letters...

Richard “Dick” Gulliver, ’58, by Donna Clark Gulliver, ‘60
You asked for stories about alumni, so I will tell you about my 
husband, Richard (Dick) Gulliver, AHS Class of l958.  He is 
too modest to tell his own story!  When Dick was a student at 
Ames High, his main interest was cars.  He drag-raced at a 
strip south of town and was a “Nightcrawlers” member.  He also 
enjoyed art, especially drawing.  One day in math class, he 
was drawing/doodling on his math paper when his teacher, Ms. 
Miller, told him she thought he was more interested in art than 
her math class, and said, “Come with me.”  She took him to the 
counselor’s office and since the counselor was busy he picked 
up a magazine called “Industrial Design.”  He was thoroughly 
involved in it when the counselor came out of his office and 
said, “Do you like that magazine?”  “Take it home and read it 

and come back tomorrow and we’ll talk.”  Dick went back the 
next day, already convinced he was going to be an Industrial 
Designer, and he did transfer to art class.  When we began to 
date a few months later, one of the first things he told me was 
that he was going to be an Industrial Designer and explained 
to me what was involved.  After graduation, he served the six 
months active duty in the Army, then attended one year at Iowa 
State, while I finished at Ames High in 1960.   After we married, 
he transferred to Minneapolis School of Art and Design and 
graduated from there in 1963.  

He quickly became involved with carton design and worked for 
about a year at Western Publishing in Racine, Wisconsin.  One 

Thanks for the great newsletter every 
time.  John Carter’s info on the Palm Club 
sounds accurate.  I was a member in 
1956-57 under teacher Robert Hamilton, 
as were a number of others in the Class 
of ’57.
Theil Baumann Ramsbey, ‘57

_________________________

Dear Staff at AHSAA.  Thank you for the 
surprise report about my 100th birthday!  
I loved Ames High and ISU and guess I 
was pretty busy.  Now I am old and slow.  I 
have many happy memories and am glad I 
can read.  I can watch TV.
Two of our four children live near and are 
very good to me. Roger is an architect 
and Nancy is a real estate agent.  Eddie, 
a photographer and artist, lives in 
Minneapolis with his wife Mary.  Barbara, 
a retired social worker for New Hampshire, 
lives in Santa Barbara, CA.  
After ISU I worked for two years in New 
York.  Then I married Ed Bock, an ISU 
graduate with a MA and also an All-
American in football.  We lived in Alabama, 
Michigan, Tennessee before Missouri.  Ed 
died in 2004.  Ames was an ideal town.  
I enjoyed reading all three books about 
Ames, written in three different decades by 
authors who loved Ames.  Thank you for 
writing about me.
Ruth Kunerth Bock, ‘35

_________________________

I am a 1968 graduate of AHS.  I can’t 
imagine that my life after graduation will be 
of any interest to the alumni association, 
but I’ll give you a very abbreviated 
account that you can use or discard as 
seems appropriate.  After graduation, I 
attended and graduated from Mid-America 
Nazarene University, a small Christian 
liberal arts school near Kansas City.  I then 
spent 14 months on a Master’s degree 
in public health from the University of 
Texas Medical Branch in Galveston.  The 
next stop was the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Iowa State, where I invested a 

little more than two years in earning a PhD.  
My degree was in veterinary microbiology, 
and my entire career was spent studying 
bacterial diseases in domestic animals 
and humans.  I was with the University of 
Arizona for nearly 35 years, until retirement 
in 2014.  I very much enjoyed my teaching, 
which I came to define as talking to 
someone else’s sleep.  My appointment 
was mainly research, and my work and 
presentations took me all around the world.   
My wife and handicapped son and I still 
live in Tucson, and our daughter and her 
husband (and our three grandchildren) are 
in Seattle, where our son-in-law is a TV 
news producer.
J. Glenn Songer, ‘68

_________________________

“Great teachers change lives, and there’s a 
whole lot to say about how Tom Emmerson 
has changed the lives of his students.  
The common thread that I see is that Tom 
asks good questions.  In his classroom, 
Tom taught that a story comes to life when 
journalists use their questions to tease 
out the best material.  Tom also put his 
natural curiosity to good use for standing 
up for what he believes.  Long before the 
name Jack Trice was well known, Tom 
was working through journalism to honor 
the sacrifice of Iowa State’s first black 
athlete, who died in 1923 from injuries he 
suffered in a football game.  Tom’s effort 
began when he was an Iowa State student 
journalist in the 1950s and continued when 
he was a professor, inspiring a generation 
to keep the story alive.”
Staci Hupp Ballard, ISU ’00 
(Courtesy of VISIONS Magazine)

_________________________

Jerry Kurtz (formally Lloyd S. Kurtz, Jr.) 
passed away on August 29, 2018 in 
Anchorage, Alaska after a brief illness.  
He dearly loved Ames High School.  The 
academic program took him to Princeton, 
to Stanford Law School, and to Alaska 
in 1959.  Jerry always said that his 

accomplishments were thanks to his 
teachers and the music (band) at AHS.  
He practiced law in the fledging state and 
enjoyed the remainder of his life there.  
Jerry greatly appreciated the AHS Alumni 
Newsletter through the years that helped 
him stay connected.
Barbara Kurtz Bunning, ‘57

_________________________

Hello Ames Hi Alumni:  Yes, you do get 
letters and we Senior Kids do enjoy them, 
so here is another one.  It is a long time 
since 1954, yet in many ways it almost 
seems like yesterday.  My wife, three sons 
and I have enjoyed our experience of living 
in Colorado since 1966, plus a 13-year 
stint recently in the Hill Country of Texas, a 
very fine experience.
Thought we’d let you know that my sister, 
Virginia Kellogg McCarty, ’52 joined us in 
Loveland a couple of years ago following 
50 years as a Professor of violin at 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock.  Your 
newsletter continues to be interesting, 
and I enjoy the fun and humor of Tom 
E.’s writing.  Enclosed is my renewal for 
a few more years, and thank all of you for 
continuing to promote the fine traditions of 
Ames Senior High that all of us graduates 
have been blessed to have received.  
When our Dad moved our family to Ames 
from Ohio in 1947, little did we kids realize 
what an excellent future of schooling and 
memories we would experience.  There 
were a bunch of us youngsters who grew 
up together on or near Storm Street 
including Ron Litherland, Hal Harris, Rod 
Dodge, Bob Stacey, John Thielman, Bill 
Underkofler, Dick Ross, Jack Anderson 
and Merl Arnold.  All are AHS graduates 
and many attended/graduated from ISU.  
Again, thanks for your fine work and may 
all who read your letters feel gratitude for 
the gifts and privileges we have received.  
Best wishes!
Perry Kellogg, ‘54
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of his former bosses called and asked him to come to work for 
Gulf States Paper, a privately-owned family company located in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  He started and then headed the design 
program for the next 30 years.  He used to tell women if they 
broke a fingernail opening the package, he hoped it was not one 
he designed.  He designed cartons, primarily for food, including 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, Entermanns Bakery, Hardees, Kraft, 
Kroeger ice cream, Chick-Fil-A and many more.  He has around 
24 patents in the carton industry.  In fact, he designed the 
first “dual oven package” for Stouffers, which would go in a 
regular or microwave oven.  He once overheard an executive 
say that that one carton, for Stouffers, earned the company 
over 10 million dollars—not that he saw that much of it!  He 
also instituted an efficiency program, where he would design 7 
cartons on a sheet of paper, rather than five cartons, thereby 
saving paper and money!  If you eat at Chick-Fil-A, they are 
still using the waffle fry carton he designed over 25 years ago.  
Their chicken nuggets are in a box with “menu buttons”.  These 
indicate if the chicken is grilled or fried, as Truett Cathy, owner 
of Chick-Fil-A asked him to come up with something to solve 
writing on the carton with a grease pencil and that was Dick’s 
solution.

Dick retired at the age of 58, and we finished restoring our 
historical home in Tuscaloosa (his second job for many years, 
along with refinishing many antiques).  We had planned on 
having a Bed and Breakfast, and we actually got the first license 
in Tuscaloosa for a B & B, but decided not to pursue it after an 
elderly neighbor was against it.  We sold the house in 2000 and 
retired to North Carolina.  (The house was totally destroyed 
in the April, 2011 tornado in Tuscaloosa.)  Currently, we live 
in middle Tennessee, close to our son, who is now a cancer 
survivor.

We love to travel and have traveled to 49 oF the 50 states 
together.  Alaska is on our ‘bucket list.”  We were on a short 
anniversary trip two years ago when Dick received a call from 
a packaging company asking if he was interested in moving to 
Ohio and coming to work for them.  He was 76 at the time!  His 
reputation lives on!  It seems he got good advice and guidance 
at Ames High, from his teacher and counselor, and we are 
blessed and grateful.

Ames man recognized for 67 years with the 
Ames Municipal Band

“There is band and then there is the rest of life,” Terry Adams, ’55 
said with a slight chuckle.  This motto was one Adams learned as 
his love for music and band flourished throughout his life.  The 
Ames native retired during the summer of 2017 from the Ames 
Municipal Band after playing in it since 1951.  On Thursday, July 
26th, the final summer concert for 2018, Adams was honored 
by the band with a plaque and his favorite band music, German 
polka.
Adams’ history in music wasn’t started by his own wish.  His 
parents decided that he would begin learning the clarinet in 
fifth grade.  Although he protested the idea, Adams learned to 
appreciate band music and the instruments he played.  Thanks 
to his junior high school band director, Richard Day, Adams 
learned to play the alto sax, soprano sax and bass clarinet.  Day 
continued to encourage Adams to learn and grow as a musician, 
eventually getting his student to buy his own wooden clarinet.  

When he went to the music store to find a clarinet, the inspiration 
for Adams’ first band sparked.  “The store had a set of five books 
for sale called ‘105 Books of German Band Music,’ and that kind 
of caught my attention,” he said.  “I bought it and brought those 
home to show my band friends.  They said, ‘you’re crazy, that 
music is too hard to play.’”  That set of books eventually led to 
Adams starting a band called The Oompah-Meisters.   To this 
day, Adams has those same books which created a band that still 
performs around Iowa.  This was just the beginning of the legacy 
he would create in Ames.
Day saw a potential career in music for Adams, and eventually 
gave him the opportunity to participate in the Ames Municipal 
Band.  After that initial introduction to the local band, Adams 
performed with it for 67 years playing four different instruments.  
However, his love always belonged to the bass clarinet, with 
which he eventually worked his way up to first chair in the Ames 
Municipal Band.  Although Adams is a success in his own right, 
be believes that his wife, Helene Adams, is a true part of his 
happiness and success in life.  Helene knew that her husband’s 
music was always going to be a part of their life.  “Our early 
dates were Thursday nights at the band concerts.  We would 
come down and listen to the band concerts while he played,” she 
said.  We would go to Boyd’s on Main Street and Duff Avenue 
and get some ice cream after the band concerts.  It was kind of a 
tradition.”
They even planned their vacations around the summer band 
concerts, she admitted.  That didn’t bother her though, as there 
was something always magical about Thursday nights spent 
at Bandshell Park.  “Being able to go to a beautiful park and 
listen to magnificent music done by just talented musicians, on a 
beautiful evening, and it’s free.  You just think, life is good,” she 
said.  Although Adams won’t be performing music with the Ames 
Municipal Band anymore, he still enjoys watching them on his 
television, through Facebook or his favorite way—at the park he 
performed at for so many years.  (Courtesy of: Lyn Keren, Staff 
Writer, Ames Tribune.)

Richard “Dick” Gulliver, ’58, by Donna Clark Gulliver, ‘60 cont.
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“I LOVE RAGBRAI”  By Bill Rosebrook, ‘62
I LOVE RAGBRAI (The Register’s Annual 
Great Bike Ride Across Iowa).  The ride 
has taken place annually since the early 
70’s, a literal seven day rolling festival 
from the Missouri River to the Mississippi 
River during the last full week of July.  
RAGBRAI draws riders and their support 
crews from all over the US and numerous 
foreign countries.  Years ago, no one had 
signed up from Delaware, so RAGBRAI 
officials recruited a single person to 
come and represent his state.  Now 
Delaware sends an entire busload!  This 
year Ames was the Tuesday overnight 
host town, and we were provided with 
superb entertainment and hospitality for 
the 20,000+ riders and support crews 
who descended on the City that evening.  
Most of the riders camped out, but a lucky 
few had the luxury of sleeping indoors 
with friends, families or local volunteers.

Tuesday’s ride began in Jefferson 
and passed 60 miles through Grand 
Junction, Ogden and Boone on the 
way to Ames.  It was a lovely summer’s 
day with clear skies, favorable winds, 
moderate temperatures and only a few 
challenging hills, except coming out of the 
Des Moines River valley on old Highway 
30 west of Boone.  By the way, long 
and winding hills are always a surprise 

to those who come from afar thinking 
that Iowa is flat.  Two thousand to three 
thousand feet of vertical climb are not 
unusual for a day’s ride.  Considerable 
training and preparation are required to 
ride 60-70 miles per day on consecutive 
days, so as many as 1,000 to 1,500 miles 
are often ridden in the months preceding 
the event.

Our team, known as Team Wingtips, 
has existed since 1988, when a group 
of business and professional men in 
their 40’s banded together to try riding 
RAGBRAI.  Many have come and gone 
over the years, but the present group of 
seven, now predominantly in their 70’s, 
ride on having completed the middle 
three days of this year’s event.  Ames 
was an especially enjoyable stay for 
Team Wingtips.  Not only did we have 
an excellent welcome riding into town 
through Jack Trice Stadium on the way to 
downtown and overnight campgrounds, 
but we were hosted by my Ames High 
classmate, Jennifer Darnell Groat, with 
whom I have worked on several of our 
class reunions.  Jennifer has lived and 
worked in Ames for many years, and 
her lovely home is just north of Ames 
High.  Jennifer provided very comfortable 
accommodations including drinks, 

snacks, great company and hospitality 
(not to mention the homemade cinnamon 
rolls to see us on our way at 5:30 the 
following morning.)  Bless you Jennifer, 
thank you Ames and off to Newton and 
Sigourney we went. 

The experience of RAGBRAI is full of 
fun and excitement, along with special 
meaning.  In addition to the obvious 
physical and mental challenges, there 
are also opportunities for enhancing 
friendships and meeting other riders from 
many places and walks of life.  Learning 
more about our own state and its people 
is a gift in and of itself.  So are soaking 
up the beauty of Iowa’s rural landscapes 
and farmsteads, sharing, although briefly, 
in the lives of small-town residents and 
the celebrations they have prepared for 
the riders.  One could go on indefinitely 
describing the meaning of RAGBRAI 
in terms of its nap at the end of each 
exhausting riding day.  So, we bid farewell 
to RAGBRAI 46 and thank you Ames and 
especially Jennifer for being a big part of 
another wonderful RAGBRAI experience. 

Bill Rosebrook (3rd from left) and friends.
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AHS Class of 1954 64th Reunion

From the Archives

September 26-28, 35 members of the AHS Class of 1954 celebrated with a picnic, reviewing plans for a new AHS building (to 
replace one built since we graduated), a buffet dinner, a breakfast, and much spirited reminiscing and catching up.  Folks came 
from CA, TX, OK, MN, AR and IA.  We missed those unable to attend, and remembered those no longer with us.  A good time 
was had by all.  Dilly, Dilly!  (Barry Gulliver, ’54)

Row 1 (l-r): Patricia Deaton Kyle, Barbara Teig Adams, Jan Piper Jaqua, Marna Adams Stevens, Mary Hosmer Shahan, Karel 
Harper Hedrick, Marilyn Walsh Hegland, Mary Lou VanderWilt Hicks, Marilyn Kyle Freel.  Row 2:  Carol Gulliver, Barbara Lunde, 
Judy Everds, Leveme Seversike. Vera Kauffman Swoboda, Carol Fain, Everett Freel.   Row 3:  Keith Ancel Covey, Gary Fain, 
Paul Lunde, Roger Searls, Bruce Griffith,  Betty Sorenson, Don Sprague, Eve Kelley, Duane Green.  Row 4:  Jerry Hedrick, 
Barry Gulliver, Dennis Rust, Dave Everds, Ed Sorenson, Larry Kelley.  Not pictured:  Jim and Cindy Lamson.  Picture by:  Amy 
Rosa, friend of Roger Searls.   (Courtesy of Mary Hosmer Shahan)

79 Ames High graduates of the Class of 1937, or more 
than half of the total of 142, will enter Iowa State College 
this fall, a survey conducted by the Tribune revealed 
Wednesday.  92 members of the class plan to enter 
college, or 10% more than the graduating class in 1936.  
Six will attend other schools in Iowa, and seven will go 
to schools in other states.  Twenty-four members of the 
class have secured employment.  Twenty-six have not 
made definite decisions as to attending college or taking 
up employment.  Ronald Moses is one of the 32 boys in 

the state to receive a scholarship of $150 from Sears, 
Roebuck and Company to help him through his freshman 
year.  Hermann Allen is going to New York City to attend 
the New York State Merchant Marine Academy, where he 
will enroll in the course of navigation and seamanship.  
Robert Illeman is going to work at the Ames Trust and 
Savings Bank next year, William Stahlman will be in 
charge of the rats in an Iowa State laboratory, and Maxine 
Nolan will continue her work as a telephone operator.  
(The Tribune, Wednesday, September 8, 1937.)
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AHS Class of 1958 60th Reunion!

AHS Class of 1963 55th Reunion

On the 7th and 8th of September, 2018, 68 members of the 
AHS Class of 1958 representing 7 different grade schools, 
3 junior high schools and ladies who joined us in high 
school gathered for our 60th  class reunion.  It was a time of 
remembrance and reflection.  Our special speakers were Bill 
Ripp, who spoke on the purposes of the Ames High School 
Alumni Association, and our own Jack Smalling, who spoke 
about how he keeps track of all the Ames High graduates and 
teacher’s information and finds the lost.  

The special project of the class was to give to the Martin 
House Project in respect of our 2 Martin family classmates, 

Mary Martin Carr and Karen Martin Garrison, and their families 
who have attended Ames High School.  We are proud to report 
$ 225 was collected.

There was a bus trip around the City of Ames, looking at all the 
many, many changes in our hometown.  The two-day reunion 
was held at one location for the purpose of being together and 
remembering and looking at memorabilia and eating.  Oh, yes, 
and the Iowa and Iowa State football game watching.  The 
reunion ended with a Sunday morning brunch at the Fireside 
Room at Northcrest.  (Alechia Daniels, ’58)

Picture:  Row 1:  Ken Gammon, Denny 
Sills, Linda Adams, Jean Bachman, 
Elsie Clouser.  Row 2:  Karen Compton, 
Kit Carr, Susan Daily, Larry Beach, 
Mary Jo Anderson, Gloria Green, Janet 
Horner, Carol Ann Gulliver, Mary Ellen 
Walsh, Ann Strand, Mary Merchant, 
Donna Green, Iva Jean Davis.  Back 
Row:  Ben Fellows, Bruce Hildreth, 
Chuck Judge, David McFarland, Don 
Overland, Linda Miller, Carole Begg, 
Caroline Houck, Ada Larson, Marwin 
Bogue, Bob Schumer, Jack Smalling.

Front Row: Dean Hagen, Karen (Nickey) Gross, 
Barb (Bean) Abbott, Sally (Schworm) Drew, 
Kim Kammerer, Tija Spitsberg, Vivian (Voelker) 
Murray, Marilyn Clem.
Second Row: Bill Ripp, Lois (Fields) Voth (’64), 
Martha (Grabau) Nelson (’64), Carol (Kirk) 
Crandall, Judy (Van Winkle) Handy, Jane 
(Coletti) Perry, Bob McKenna, Karen Nordin, 
Carol (Rouze) Wheeler, Jerry Nelson.
Third Row: Steve Gammon, Gary Mulhall, 
Dean Jordison, John Armstong, Don Runyan, 
Beth (Oest) Seifert, Mary (Norskog) Rogowski, 
Bernard Mickelson, Pat (McCowen) Knight, 
Mary Ellen (Bragonier) Vogt, Carolyn 
(Thompson) Abbott,.
Not pictured: Dennis Scott (’62), Judy Agard 
(’64), Jan (Brandenberg) Hove, Merlin Hove, 
Claudia Armstrong, Mary (Millard) Jordison 
(’68), Nancy (Nims) Hagen (’67).

 

The class of 1963 had a small reunion at the Farmers Daughter on Sept. 25, 2018. Many of the ladies that had gone to Welch 
Junior High were in Ames for a few days. This gave us the opportunity with other classes to get together for a “One Night Stand”.  
(Courtesy of Marilyn Clem)   
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AHS Class of 1968 50th  Reunion
The class of 1968 of Ames High School celebrated 50 years 
August 9-12, 2018 with about 160 classmates and spouses 
attending.  Many didn’t look much different, others were glad 
there were name tags with photos.  This was a first reunion for 
some, and others have attended all reunions.  We also had a 
couple of undergrads that came to see friends.   Those who 
didn’t attend really missed out on a great time.  The committee 
was very pleased with the turnout and thought the whole 
weekend was worth the time spent organizing the events.  The 
weekend started on Thursday evening with a social event at 
Torrent Brewery.  Friday morning started with two bus tours 
of the City of Ames.  What a difference 50 years makes!  We 
enjoyed seeing the old schools and where we lived, special 
locations, restaurants, etc.  An informal social was held at 
Brookside Park Friday night where additional classmates 
showed up.  We had beautiful weather and wonderful 
conversation to make for a great evening.  Saturday morning 
offered a tour of the high school with about 75 attending, and 
the opportunity to enjoy Ada Haden Heritage Park for hiking, 
canoeing, and kayaking.  In the afternoon, a Creative Expo 
was held with displays of hobbies (service dog training, radio 
control planes, and artwork), passions, talents (piano - original 
composition, singing opera and folk, and guitar jam sessions).  
This was an idea taken from the class of 1966. This was 

well attended and absolutely fantastic.  The main event was 
Saturday evening at The Farmer’s Daughter, owned and 
operated by Nancy Nims Hagen and Dean Hagen, where we 
enjoyed a classy environment, fantastic appetizers, dinner and 
desserts.  A short program was held and 48 black and orange 
star balloons were released in honor of deceased classmates.  
What an emotional tribute!  Sunday morning a brunch was 
held at the Cornucopia for anyone that didn’t have enough 
conversation, not to mention another excuse to eat.
The committee wants to thanks everyone who attended!  For 
those of you who missed it, you missed a good one.  Will there 
be a 55th reunion?  We hope so!  If we have it, will you come?  
Thanks also go out to Mike McMillen for his work and support 
with the web site.  A big thank you to Greg Dengler and his 
wife for the photos.  These are on the web site now except for 
Sunday’s event.  We have had many compliments and thank 
you for all of them.  Our classmates are the reason we do this 
and it is so satisfying to have a great group of classmates 
that show up.  Your committee was Rich and Deb Engelhardt, 
Gary and Gail Wierson, Dave Fincham, Susan Bunce Fraser, 
Nancy Landon Hemphill, Mary Beth Buchele and Ron Coy.  
One person quoted “it was a huge hug!”  Can it get better than 
that?  (Courtesy of Richard Engelhardt)

A Wallaby “Roof-Top” Lunch! 

(l-r) Kevin Buck, ’76, Bill Ripp, Ed Hendrickson, Jr. ’74, Brian Jenkins, ’76 and Jane Ripp.
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AHS Class of 1978 40th  Reunion
The 1978 reunion was FANTASTIC! Throughout the weekend 
over 150 classmates reconnected. We had a classmate travel 
from Munich, Germany! 

On Friday night we met at North Cyde Kitchen and Kegs 
in Ames (owned by 1978 classmates Danny and Cheryl 
(Maitland) Sondrol for a casual get together and catching up.

Saturday morning some enjoyed golfing while others feasted 
on a delicious brunch and painted flower pots. 

Saturday afternoon included the long anticipated Tour of 
Ames High School.  Eighty plus people were graciously met 
by Bill Ripp, former Assistant Principal for the 1978 class, and 

tour was led by Allison DiBlasi, a current AHS counselor. Many 
classmates were surprised to see how much the school had 
changed over the years.  We will be sad to see it go!

On Saturday night 125 classmates and guests celebrated at 
the American Legion enjoying a delicious dinner. A fundraising 
opportunity lead by Steve Edwards for the Bethesda Lutheran 
Food Pantry.  The class donated $3100 dollars towards the 
cause.  Several are already anxious for a 45th in 2023.

Graciously submitted by Gretchen Potter Houser and Beth 
Staggs Fawkes.

Picture:  Row 1 – Floor:  Greg Gerstein, Dan Hauk, Gretchen Potter Houser, Sarah Campbell, Imanuel ‘Rudy” Rudenberg, Dave 
Kyllo, Rick Rutter, Bill Joensen.  Row 2 – Seated:  John Hudson, Dan Sondrol, Scott Pope, Carolyn Lockamy Saal, Julie Grable 
Charlson, Marla Evans Gonzales, Beth Staggs Fawkes, Pete Roberts, Juli Reedholm Tostlebe, Rick Reedholm, Kevin Burkhart.  
Row 3:  Lisa Gaarde Hartsock, Brenda Jones, Pam Roberts Marcum, Robert Schlunz, Mark Gibson, Gail Runge White, Ouna 
Arthur Killam, Kimberly Rowley Gillingham, Patti Vandermaaten Sherman, Karen Albertson, Janel Cerwick, Amy Chen Rundle, 
Barb Brentnall Mahan, Leslea Collins Abrahamsen, Kathy Sydnes Sorenson, Lil Svec, Suzanne Fitz Clark.  Row 4:  Jim Ellis, 
Rick Thompson, Nick Franck, Mark Dennis, Mark Folkman, Niki Studivant Lawlor, Beth Ricketts Dean, Debbie Hatfield League, 
Todd Jones, Jon Lewis, Jon McCrary, Andrea Crudele Shaffer, Delana Phillips Powers, Julie Carlson Speck, Ann Wright 
Johnson, Julie Poorman, Sandy Picht Daugherty, Alan Yegge.   Row 5:  Dwight Smith, Dave Jasperson, Tom Diemer, Lee 
Harms, Dana Kever, Shelley Alert Bishop, Julie Norem, Steve Buchele, Sonja Froiland Lynch, Jill Boston Noah, Pam Greve Van 
Sloun, Scott Dunn, Kari Nilsen, Gileen Gleason Elder, Kellie Allison Kabela, Tim Bell, Marlu Abrahamsen Pieper, Lisa Fraizer 
Strawhacker, Don Tice, Julie Johnson Eden, Deb Sobottka, Stephanie Lendt, Joyce Wilcox Alcorn, Brad Hildebrand.  Row 6 – 
Back: Mark Sogard, Jim Westman, Gary Bahr, Doug Pletcher, David Outka, Gary Marty, Paul Ryan, Scott Eschbach, Allan Bond, 
Steve Edwards, Scott Hillman, Dave Hendrickson, Bert Richards.  (Class Photo by Ed Hendrickson, Jr. ’74)
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The Class of 1998 held its 20-year 
reunion on July 13th and 14th.  A total 
of 87 graduates enjoyed events at Olde 
Main Brewing, a tour of Ames High 
School, a family picnic at Brookside Park 
and dinner and dancing at the Ames Golf 
& Country Club.  
(Courtesy of Robbie Smalling)

AHS Class of 1998 20th  Reunion

Class of ‘83 Reunion, by Camille Helgeson and Jeffrey Maak

Picture:  Row 1:  Matt McCarley, Julie Dunwell, Angie Steele, Jessica Larson, Robin Boyd, Rachel Best, Amber Heaberlin.  Row 2:  Ryan Beck, Devashis Roy, 
Robbie Smalling, Sarah Madsen, Michelle Marvick, Erin Carter, Missy Kauzlarich, Rachel Lasley, Josh Lapan, Emilie Wall, Elizabeth Gardner.  Row 3:  Rachel 
Randall, Andrew Brown.  Row 4:  Jake Ruppert, Nichole Arends, Jamie Day, Tim Sexton, Matt Nelson, Brandon Whalen, Naomi Slutzki ’99, Manisha Gadia.  
Row 5: Brian Wehner, Luke Peterson, Ethan Dunham, Stephen Townsend, Patricia Townsend ’99, Bradley Braymen, Dan Hummer, Autumn Hickman.

Wow, 35 years already?  
Seems like just yesterday 
we were walking the halls 
of Ames High School!  The 
class of 1983 had it’s 35th 
class reunion July 13-14.  
It was wonderful to see so 
many ‘83 graduates return 
to Ames for the reunion.  
Highlights of the reunion 
included an informal 
gathering held at Olde 
Main Brewing Co. Friday 
evening.  There were 100+ 
graduates and spouses in 
attendance.   It was fun to 
catch up with each other 
and reminisce about the 
years gone by!

The class of ’83 golf outing was held Saturday morning. We 
had 20 participants, including a few spouses and even a parent! 
There was some light rain right up until our tee times, but it 
cleared off right away and ended up being great weather for 
the outing. We had several pin prizes given away, including 
long drive, closest to the pin, and most lost balls. The highlights 
included Kathy Hockett taking home the top honors for lost 
balls, with a grand total of 9! One every other hole isn’t too 
bad… Also, Scott Thompson decided to identify as a female 
for the day, signing the marker for the Ladies Closest to the Pin 
award. We were unable to confirm, but strongly suspect he also 
played from the red tees. He won a nice ladies vest as he wears 
proudly in the picture.  

A tour of Ames High School was given by Bill 
Ripp Saturday morning as well.  The picture 
above was taken of the “tour group” on the 
football field.  

The weekend was supposed to end at 
Alluvial Brewing Saturday night with another 
informal gathering.  The night was filled with 
stories old and new again!  The party was 
then moved to Olde Main…. Rumor has it 
that the party continued to the wee hours of the morning!  

A huge thanks to the planning committee: Jill Miller, Tori Shahidi, 
Michelle Bogue Applegate, Elizabeth Moore Morse and Clare 
Madden!  We all look forward to the 40th reunion in 2023!

Back Row: Heather Will, Marilyn (Yoerger) Stone, Brooke Stevens Lenkei, Amy Brugger Patrick, Kim Van Sickle Bogaard, 
Katherine Wishart Cundiff, Deidre DeJong Kroll, Shari O’Neal Williams
Front Row: Ron Ratliff, Joann Hodges-Clippenger, Sean Ryan, Camille Ripp Helgeson, Angela Widmann, Julie Hartman Coffin, 
Karin Sevde. Kevin Horner
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In memory of:  Audrey Townsend Hall, ‘50
 By:  Margot Schmidt Volding, ‘50

In memory of:  Vivian Lillie Errickson, ‘54
 By:  Edith Lillie Bartley, ‘57

In memory of:  1948 AHS Deceased 
 Classmates
 By:  W. Kendall Morgan, ‘48

In memory of:  Shirley A. Kubiskey, ‘51
 By:  Roger A. Deal, ‘51

In memory of:  Audrey Townsend Hall, ‘50
 By:  Jo Ann Hoffman DeVolder, ‘50

In memory of:  William D. Wageman, ‘58
 By:  AHS Class of 1958

In memory of:  AHS 1957 Deceased 
 Classmates
 By:  Theil Baumann Ramsbey, ‘57

In memory of:  AHS 1960 Deceased 
 Classmates
 By:  Judith Sawyer Davis, ‘60

In memory of:  Laurann McGilliard Ranker, ‘72
 Len G. McGilliard, ‘74
 By:  Lance M. McGilliard, ‘71

In memory of:  Keith E. Soesbe, ‘54
 By:  Jerrold “Jerry” Soesbe, ‘56

In memory of:  Nancy Houge Hadaway, ‘68
 By:  Karen Houge Haines, ‘58

In memory of:  Linda Harris Samson, ‘61
 By:  Molley McGuire Warner, ‘61

In memory of:  Evelyn Deal Green, ‘35
	 Eveline	Litchfield	Copenhaven,	‘58
 Eugene P. Buck, ‘58
 By:  Jean Bachman Bruner, ‘58

In memory of:  Raymond Earl Kooser, ‘47
 By:  Sally Kooser Horn, ‘56

In memory of:  AHS 1960 Deceased 
 Classmates
 By:  Dorothy Sue Mendon Powley, ‘60

In memory of:  James A. Larson, ‘45
 Rosemary Moody Reisman, ‘45
	 Bette	Rodgers	Daffin,	‘45
 By:  Anita J. Wald-Tuttle, ‘45

In memory of:  Merritt “Mert” Daulton, ‘49
 By:  Lawrence R. Thorpe, ‘49

In memory of:  John N. Dunlap, ‘63
 By:  Deborah Ann Zack Schultz, ‘66

In memory of:  Lloyd S. “Jerry” Kurtz, Jr., ‘52
 By:  Barbara Kurtz Bunning, ‘57

In memory of:  Grace Bauske, Staff
 Annette Rowley, Staff
 Sigfrid Lybeck, Staff
 By:  LoAnn Campbell, Staff

In memory of:  Thomas W. King, ‘47
 By:  Bruce L. Gore, ‘49

In memory of:  Eric J. Ersland, ‘82
 By:  Doreen Nervig, ‘64

In memory of:  James L. Merrick, ‘61
 David P. Coe, ‘60
 By:  Richard C. Johnson, ‘61

Memorials  

Some Have Left US
The following alumni are known to have died in recent years.  Those listed in previous 
newsletters are omitted here. Some information may be incomplete. If you have any 
more information or unreported deaths, please advise the AHSAA.  
A complete listing of all known deceased alumni is available at www.ahsalum.org.

Class Name Date of Deth City, State
1933 Marriott, Dwight Mayes d.11-19-2013 Farmington NM
1934 Pasley,Mary Elizabeth (Abbott) d.11-1-2018 Nevada IA
1941 Clark, Robert J. d.8-11-2018 Indianola IA
1941 Elbert,Thomas Henry d.7-27-2018 Ames IA
1943 McWilliams,Dorothy (Peck) d.6-18-2017 Cherry Valley CA
1944 Block,Ellen Marie (Dunlap) d.6-15-2018 Des Moines IA
1944 Dixson,Betty Jean (Grant) d.10-8-2018 Ames IA
1946 Baker,Gloria Ann (Johns) d.4-18-2017 Deer Lodge MT
1948 Diehl,Douglas Vern d.7-31-2018 Story City IA
1948 Holl,William Waldo d.5-14-2018 Surprise AZ
1948 Peterson,George B. Jr. d.8-1-2018 Shelbyville KY
1948 Town,Wayne Gail d.8-23-2018 New Lenox IL
1949 Daulton,Merritt A. d.9-12-2018 Minneapolis MN
1950 Haverly,Sally Joan d.5-31-2018 Green River WY
1952 Norman,Diana Lee (Alcock) d.11-4-2018 Decatur GA
1955 Eichberger,Robert L. d.8-28-2018 Tucson AZ
1958 Hanson,Karen JoAnn (Maakestad) d.6-27-2018 Apple Valley MN
1958 Nelson,Beverlee Ann (Peterson) d.8-13-2018 Kansas City MO
1958 Terrones,Mark Joseph d.10-3-2018 Owatonna MN
1958 Wagaman,William Durrie d.8-2-2018 Topeka KS
1964 Dahlmeier,Frederick Mark d.3-6-2017 Riviera Beach FL
1965 Bartels.Arthur Lee d.8-15-2018 Ames IA
1965 Wheeler,Jon Allen d.10-1-2018 Ames IA
1966 Kenyon,Jennifer Kay (Henderson) d.9-12-2009  Portland OR
1966 Rasmussen,Sandra Marie (Stattelman) d.11-28-2017 Mason City IA
1967 Carlson,Susan E. d.9-10-2018 Apple Valley MN
1967 Moore,Donald Alan d.7-20-2018 Ames IA
1970 Fosberg,Douglas John d.8-7-2018 Kinston NC
1972 Ranker,Lauran Alison (McGilliard) d.9-24-2016 Tulsa OK
1974 Sondrol,Paul Charles d.10-20-2018 Ames IA
1974 Gourley,Gregg Elry d.10-30-2018 Ames IA
1975 Pietz,Richard Elmer d.10-26-2018 Ames IA
1978 Lundquist,Linda S. (Van Soelen) d.5-29-2017 Des Moines IA
1978 Modde,Kay Anne (Snook) d.3-11-2014 Des Moines IA
1981 Coy,Daniel Charles d.10-25-2018 Denver CO
1983 Duke,James Edward d.8-3-2018 Iowa City IA
1987 Keigley,David Michael d.9-7-2018 Ames IA
1988 Austin-Jackson,Tina Marie (Austin) d.8-29-2018 Omaha NE
1991 Lawson,Ardragus Lemon d.7-31-2018 Houston TX
1996 Lingelbach,Joel Blaine d.10-10-2018 Ames IA
1996 McGee,John Jason d.2-14-2012 Des Moines IA
Staff Acuff,Mary Leone (Ver Hoef) d.3-11-2018 Ames IA
Staff Hanson,Marilyn Irene(Stafford) d.9-3-2018 Story City IA
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Your support plays a vital role in helping Ames Education Foundation provide innovative education for 
our pK-12 students!

You make an impact on our 5000 students and provide education experiences in and out of the classroom.  
You help keep education in Ames world class.

Consider a major gift or an endowment gift in your seasonal gift planning.  Endowment gifts are established 
to provide support for projects, programs, or other needs.

A gift through your will is a great way to support our mission.  When planning your will consider family 
and loved ones first.  After you have provided for family and loved ones consider a percentage allocation in 
your will for the Ames Education Foundation.

Please let us know if you are including us through this type of gift, so we may help carry out your intentions.

Thanks to You - What we Helped!

S.O.S.
Dr. Anthony Jones was presented with $10,000.00 in August 2018 to start the school 
year! S.O.S. stands for Support Our Students. (Our educational supply program for 
students in need.) Read more online!

Kindergarten Books
A new book for every Kindergartner starting school! This book 
was in honor of  Barbara Kurtz Bunning.

Over $18,000.00 in gifts back to the classrooms and the need of the teacher. Pictured 
is AHS Art Instructor Shelli Hassebrock. Hassebrock was the recipient of the High-
Impact Innovation Grant. She received $1,000.00 for her art needs.

AHS Math
We helped provide specialty calculators for the AHS Math Department!

Elementary
Ames Education Foundation presented $2,500.00 for Elementary Leveled 
Readers in August 2018!

Innovation Grants

Please contact me with questions you may have.  Visit us online at ameseducationfoundation.org, and 
follow us on FaceBook. View our World Languages Video online!!  (See some of your former teachers.)
Annie Arbuckle, Executive and Development Director
ann@ameseducationfoundation.org    |   515-268-6630
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Membership Blank          Membership Blank          Membership Blank          Membership Blank

Mail to Ames High School Alumni Association, 1921 Ames High Drive, Ames, IA, 50010.  Make checks payable to AHSAA.

Please circle membership dues enclosed: 1 year - $6.00 2 years - $11.00 3 years - $15.00
            Outside the USA: 1 year - $12.00 2 years - $22.00 3 years - $30.00

Additional Donation enclosed:   $__________ Memorial enclosed:   $__________
In memory of:   _______________________________________

Name:  ___________________________________________________________ Graduation Year:  ___________

Address:  _________________________________________________________ Graduation Num:  ___________
(first number on name label)

City:  __________________________________________________ State:  ___________ Zip:  _______________

Birth Date: ____________________   If married, is your spouse an AHS grad?  ________     If so, what year?  ________

First and last name of spouse (maiden name of wife):  _____________________________________________________

Your father’s first and last name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Your mother’s first and maiden name:  __________________________________________________________________

Names and addresses of brothers and sisters who graduated from AHS:  ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Names of other relatives who graduated from AHS: ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and address of someone who will always know your address:  __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestions / comments for the AHAA (special events, newsletter ideas, anything):  ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Book Order Form             Book Order Form             Book Order Form             Book Order Form

Mail to Ames High School Alumni Association, 1921 Ames High Drive, Ames, IA, 50010.  Make checks payable to AHSAA.

Name:  ______________________________________________________________   Graduation Year:  ____________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

2001 Ames High School Alumni Directory (no longer available)
“Ames-From Marsh to Modern City” by Farwell Brown      qty: _____  x  $20.00 ........ subtotal ____________
“Ames in Word and Picture” by Farwell Brown      qty: _____  x  $20.00 ........ subtotal ____________
“Ames-Tales from Two Old Timers” by Farwell Brown      qty: _____  x  $20.00 ........ subtotal ____________
“Once Upon A Time” by I.W. (Red) Milliken (postage included)      qty: _____  x  $20.00 ........ subtotal ____________
“A Guide to Ames” by Tamara Kuhn      qty: _____  x  $15.00 ........ subtotal ____________

add $5.00 postage for each book ordered: ____________
                     ($10.00 max for postage)         TOTAL ____________

Outside the USA:

“Ames in Word and Picture” by Farwell Brown qty: _____  x $20.00   subtotal   
“Ames-Tales from Two Old Times” by Farwell Brown qty: _____  x $20.00  subtotal   
“A Soldier’s Life, 1861-1865” by Farwell Brown qty: _____  x $20.00  subtotal   
“Once Upon A Time” by I.W. (Red) Milliken qty: _____  x $10.00  
subtotal   
“2011 Ames Alumni Directory” (free postage) qty: _____  x $5.00  
subtotal   
  
  
  
 

Add $5.00 postage for each item 
ordered:
(Add $10.00 postage outside of the USA for 

1 year - $8.00
1 year - $16.00

2 years - $15.00
2 years - $30.00

3 years - $20.00
3 years - $40.00

(first set of numbers on name label)

Summer, 2018 was a busy summer class-reunion-wise!  
Beginning on July 13th and ending on September 30th, 
there were ten (1954, 1958, 1963, 1968, 1978, 1983, 
1988, 1993, 1998 and 2008) classes that the AHSAA 
assisted in various ways—providing mailing labels, 
various lists, tours and the like. With the passage of the 
bond referendum to build a new Ames High School, this 
summer was most likely the last opportunity many of 
these graduates had to visit the classrooms, halls and 
grounds where they reminisced and shared four years of 
cherished memories. The new Ames High School, which 

will be east of the current high school facing Ridgewood 
Avenue, is scheduled to open in the fall of 2022.  Finally, 
a BIG THANK YOU to Allison Bundy Diblasi, a 1989 
graduate and a staff member at AHS, for her 
enthusiastic leadership on several of the tours.  
(WCR)  

From the Desk of the Editor
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AHSAA Calendar
2018-2019  AHSAA Monthly Meetings:
December 18th AHSAA Monthly Meeting
January 15th AHSAA Monthly Meeting
February 19th AHSAA Monthly Meeting
March 19th AHSAA Monthly Meeting
April 16th AHSAA Monthly Meeting

- 2019 -
Reunions:
Sept. 6-7 Class of 1964 55th Reunion
Sept. 19 Class of 1974 45th Reunion

Other 2018 Events:
December 28th 2018 All-Classes 
 Holiday Celebration
 at Olde Main Brewing Company

NOTE: If the last number on you mailing label is 
2018–your membership expires with this newsletter.

The Ames High School Alumni Newsletter (ISSN 1055-5196) 
is published three times a year by the Ames High School Alumni 
Association (AHSAA).  

Membership in the AHSAA is $8 for 1 year, $15 for two 
years, $20 for three years (see member form for foreign pricing).  
Membership is open to everyone, not just Ames High School alumni.  

The AHSAA meets monthly on the third Tuesday of the 
month.  Please email or call (515-232-0230) for the exact time 
and location of the meeting.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

The Ames High School Alumni Association
can be contacted as follows:

 By mail- see return address.

 http://www.ahsalum.org

 info@ahsalum.org


