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Reunions

continues on page 8

   “Meet Me in St. Louis” was the theme for the weekend 
mini-reunion of Ames High grads from the class of 1961, 
held this last summer July 13-15.
   Ann Kirkham Tyree, Shirley Busch Tice, Joyce Heald 
Simpson, Margo Dunlap Reeg, Karen Skarshaug 
McGregor, Beverly Novak Hull, Sara Malone Gottshalk, 
Susan Campbell Adams, and Karen Coletti gathered in 
St. Louis for more friendship renewal following the great 
reunion in Ames last September.
   Friday evening burgers were the menu at a local 50’s 
memorabilia bar called Blueberry Hill, followed by a birth-
day celebration for Shirley at Karen Coletti’s home.
   Saturday morning the group ventured to St. Louis’ fa-
vorite outdoor garden, Forest Park. They enjoyed the St. 
Louis Art Museum exhibition of “The Riches of Napoleon 
and Josephine,” followed by lunch of “Napoleon Salad,” 
of course, at the Art Museum Café.
   The Italian neighborhood “The Hill,” where Yogi Berra 
and Joe Garagiola grew up, was the destination for din-
ner at Bian-Tony’s. Delicioso!

   Then after dinner it was on to the musical “Hello Dolly” at the Municipal Opera. This is a 100 year-old outdoor theater 
which seats 11,000.
   Sunday morning the women caravanned to Forest Park one more time (Ann: “Wait, they’re not behind us – they’re way 
back there stuck in the parking lot…”) to have brunch at the Boat House before saying good-bye.
   Then there were planes to catch, maps to check, and hugs and farewells to share. Everyone is looking forward to the 
next Class of 1961 Reunion in 2011!

Clockwise from left: Joyce Heald Simpson, Beverly Novak Hull, Karen 
Coletti, Margo Dunlap Reeg, Susan Campbell Adams, Shirley Busch 
Tice, Karen Skarshaug McGregor, Ann Kirkham Tyree, Sara Malone 
Gottshalk.

the city so I entered the race as the Republican candidate for 
mayor.

4.	 How is it being the mayor of Tucson?

    There is no other job I have had or can think of that would 
be better than being the Mayor of a city like Tucson, Arizona.  
Political leadership is a matter of clarity of vision, passion for 
actions, managing adversity and understanding the meaning 
of the term “for the common good.”  I have been truly blessed 
with the skills that have allowed me to provide that leader-
ship for this city and to make a real difference in the lives  of 
so many people.  It is a great joy for me to be stopped in the 
middle of the street by a stranger that says, “Hey, aren’t you 
the Mayor?”

    “Yes I am,” I say with great pride.

    In 1999, I won a four year term as Mayor of Tucson, AZ.  
With perseverance, we found a technical solution to the long 
range strategic problem of water for the Tucson region.  It 
was called “blending.”  It allowed us to recharge the Colorado 
River water into the aquifer, blending it with the ground wa-
ter.  The “blend” was then pumped from the ground, treated 
and distributed to the citizens of Tucson.  We now have an 
abundance of safe, clean and affordable water for the next 
100 years.  As a result of using recharged Colorado water, we 
have been able to shut down many of the wells that were pull-
ing water from the aquifer.

    I was reelected in 2003 and again in 2007.  The issues fac-
ing Tucson today are  transportation, renovation of downtown, 
quality job expansion in bio-science fields, expanded service 
for children, family and seniors; and consolidations of regional 
governments.

5.	 If you could live high school over again what would 	
	 you do differently?

    Not a thing.  I loved the time that I had in high school.  And 
I love the class mates that have stayed together over the last 
50 years.  It was a great time.  I am still applying the values 
that I gained living in Ames.  There is no better place I know 
than Ames, Iowa, (with the exception maybe of Tucson, Ari-
zona).

6.	 Any last words advice for the students of Ames High?

    I am sure that some things are different today than in 1955.  
I am also sure that some things remain the same.  As students 
in Ames High it is important that you clarify your own personal 
values.  Strengthen your values of family, friends, loyalty, per-
severance and that great quality of just plain hard work.  The 
youth of today have many choices.  Many more than we had.  
Be wise as you go forward.  Try to improve the talents and 
ability you have been given and always be true to  yourself.
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AHS Snowbirds to flock in the South
By Teresa Kay Albertson (AHS 1981)
   It started small. Then it grew. And grew. And grew.
   “This year we are expecting between 125 and 150 people,” said Don Carlson, this year’s chairman of the Ames, Iowa 
Luncheon held every year in Mesa, Arizona.
   Carlson, who lives part time in Sun City, Arizona, and part time in Alexandria, Minn. spent 40 years of his career in edu-
cation in Ames schools. For 30 years he was the principal of Ames Middle School.
    The event, which will celebrate its 20th anniversary this winter, was started by former Ames resident Roger Spratt, who 
also enjoyed a long career in the Ames school system.
   “We moved down here in 1986,” Spratt said about his home in Mesa. “We were lonesome for Ames. So I wondered 
what would happen if I called a few friends, and told them to bring a few friends, and just have an Ames get-together,” 
Spratt chuckles. “We had 44 people that first year. I couldn’t believe it.”
   The second year the Spratts hosted more than 60 people for the get-together. The third year he decided it had grown 
beyond the confines of his home.
   From 1964 to 1986, Spratt and his wife, Karen, enjoyed their careers in Ames and raised their three children. Spratt 
was the biology and geometry teacher at Ames High School then worked as the science coordinator for the district over-
all. Karen was a nurse.
   “But I wanted to get back in the classroom,” Spratt said. “I got bored after a while. I wasn’t being challenged.”
   He returned to the classroom when he and Karen relocated to Mesa. He and Karen are now retired. 
   “We made a lot of good friends in Ames,” Spratt said. “We really liked Ames and we are really glad we raised our three 
children there. But never in my wildest dreams did I imagine this event would become as big as it has.” And big it is.
   This year’s luncheon is February 15th, 2008 at 11 a.m. at the East Valley Institute of Technology. EVIT is a culinary 
school in Mesa. The meal will be served at 12:15 p.m.
   Carlson said the guests usually stay to chat for up to two hours. Although the price has not been set for this year’s 
meal, last year it was only $13. More information and registration is available at www.amesialuncheon.com.
   “The culinary school is huge,” Tanny Latuska said, who travels to the event with her husband Al. The Latuskas live in 
Ames and Casa Grande, Arizona.
   “It’s been utterly fantastic. These kids really set up a beautiful table and it’s always delicious, “ she said.
   Latuska said there are four main reasons for attending the luncheon. The first is for the friendship. “Al managed the 
Ames Randall Food’s grocery store,“ she said. “Even here in Ames we don’t see the people that we see down at the 
luncheon. And there are so many people we know by face but may not remember by name.”
   The second reason to attend the luncheon, Latuska said, is for the atmosphere.
   “When we used to meet at a restaurant, it wasn’t quite right because four people would be limited to a booth,” she 
said. “Now we can move around and visit.”
   Another reason is for the time. “We don’t have to rush out of the place. We have it to ourselves.”
   And the last reason is for the shopping. “Sure, make an afternoon of it. Go shopping with your friends,” Latuska said.
   Latuska added guests can bring visitors and there are plenty of door prizes. “Mostly things like Cyclone stuff,” she 
said.
   One year, Latuska added, Erb Hunziker of Hunziker and Associates attended to give an update of what was happening 
in Ames. Another year Jeff Johnson with the Iowa State University Alumni Association attended and gave an update on 
the university.
Carlson said for him to spend time at the Ames, Iowa Luncheon has become “a touchstone for my life. Ames is home for 
me, and it always will be. I had great support from parents and students. This is just one little way I can pay that back.”

This picture was taken outside the Palace Theater showing Legally Blonde—The 
Musical book by Heather Hach (daughter of Bruce Hach AHS 1965 and Mu-
riel AHS 1966. Although Heather was not an Ames High grad she was born in 
Ames.)
   Our little group of former Ames High Cheerleaders (’65-’66) have been gather-
ing annually in various places…this year was New York – a grand time was had 
by all! 
Muriel Hach (1966)

Reunion continued from page 7

Muriel Foreman Hach, Beth Ward Fleming, Mary Thompson Ingvoldstad, Jane Peterson Muller

Excerpts from article printed in the Des Moines 
Register, Ames Life & Times
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Membership Blank          Membership Blank          Membership Blank          Membership Blank    

Mail to Ames High School Alumni Association, 1921 Ames High Drive, Ames, IA, 50010.  Make checks payable to AHSAA.

Please circle membership dues enclosed:      	 1 year - $6.00		  2 years - $11.00		 3 years - $15.00
		               Foreign Country:     	 1 year - $12.00		  2 years - $22.00	 3 years - $30.00
Additional Donation enclosed:   $__________		  Memorial enclosed:   $__________	
							       In memory of:   _______________________________________ 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________	 Graduation Year:  ___________

Address:  _________________________________________________________	 Graduation Num:  ___________
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (first number on name label)
City:  __________________________________________________	 State:  ___________	 Zip:  _______________

Birth Date: ____________________   If married, is your spouse an AHS grad?  ________     If so, what year?  ________

First and last name of spouse (maiden name of wife):  _____________________________________________________

Your father’s first and last name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Your mother’s first and maiden name:  __________________________________________________________________

Names and addresses of brothers and sisters who graduated from AHS:  ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Names of other relatives who graduated from AHS: ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and address of someone who will always know your address:  __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestions / comments for the AHAA (special events, newsletter ideas, anything):  ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
____

Book Order Form             Book Order Form             Book Order Form             Book Order Form         

Mail to Ames High School Alumni Association, 1921 Ames High Drive, Ames, IA, 50010.  Make checks payable to AHSAA.

Name:  ______________________________________________________________   Graduation Year:  ____________	
Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________	
 2001 Ames High School Alumni Directory (postage included)	 qty: _____	 x  $8.00 . . . .  . . . subtotal	 _____________ 	      
“Ames-From Marsh to Modern City” by Farwell Brown	 qty: _____	 x  $20.00 . . . .   . . subtotal	 _____________
“Ames in Word and Picture” by Farwell Brown	 qty: _____	 x  $20.00 . . . .   . . subtotal	 _____________
“Ames-Tales from Two Old Timers” by Farwell Brown	 qty: _____	 x  $20.00 . . . .   . . subtotal	 _____________
“Once Upon A Time” by I.W. (Red) Milliken (postage included)	 qty: _____	 x  $20.00 . . . .   . . subtotal	 _____________
	 add $5.00 postage and handling for each Brown book ordered ($10.00 max for postage):	 _____________ 	
	 (**Special** free postage for “Once Upon A Time”) 	 _____________                    
	 TOTAL	 _____________
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AHSAA Memorials 
and Contributions

The Ames High School Alumni 
Association has received the following 
memorials since the last newsletter.  
Memorial funds go into the Memorial 
Scholarship Fund for AHS seniors.

In memory of:
	 Dorothy J. Timmons, ‘58
	 by John L. Timmons, ‘64

In memory of:
	 Betty Anderson Foster, ‘45
	 by Phyllis Thompson Harris, ‘45

In memory of:
	 Ruth H. Boast, ‘28
	 Darlene Sills Trow, ‘34
	 by Phyllis Burroughs Heffron

In memory of:
	 Betty Anderson Foster, ‘45
	 by Marjorie Burk Russell, ‘45

In memory of:
	 Jerry Ersland, ‘49
	 James S. Prather, ‘49
	 by Wayne W. Brown, ‘49

In memory of:
	 George P. “Pick” Wilson, ‘64
	 by Edward (‘66) and Dee Gilreath 	
	 Wilson (‘66)

In memory of:
	 D. Jean Merrill Clark, ‘43
	 by Barbara A. Davey, ‘43

In memory of:
	 Carl G. “Mike” Smedal, ‘53
	 by Karsten Smedal,’58

In memory of:
	 Richard A. Ross, ‘46
	 by John M. Fenley, ‘46

In memory of:
	 Deceased member of the
	 Class of 1952
	 by AHS Class of 1952

In memory of:
	 Ruth Hansen Boast, ‘28
	 Margaret Butler Paulsen, ‘34
	 by Mary Beth Kirkham, ‘62

1928	 Wilson, Florence A. (White)	 8-17-2007	 Wilsonville, Ore.
1932	 Higley, Zella P. (Ghrist)	 2-1-2002	 Palm Harbor, Fla.
1932	 Jensen, William Peter	 10-9-2007	 Bloomington, Minn.
1932	 MacDonald, Donald Craig	 8-29-2007	 Southbury, Conn.
1933	 Pasley, Robert G.	 11-16-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1935	 Rauch, Helen (Zimmerman)	 9-13-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1936	 Carty. Julia Patrice (Cooney)	 9-24-2007	 Des Moines, Iowa
1937	 Olinger, Helen W. (Inglis)	 12-19-2007	 Nevada, Iowa
1938	 Beaton, Frances Marie (Spratt)	 8-24-2007	 Ann Arbor, Mich.
1938	 Fox, Alice Virginia (Frazier)	 7-3-02007	 Eau Claire, Wisc.
1938	 Shearer, Robert William	 10-22-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1939	 Carey, Wesley Devere	 9-13-2007	 Fitzburg, Wisc.
1939	 Ullestad, Harold N.	 10-26-2007	 Palm Harbor, Fla.
1940	 Hitchcock, Mary Elizabeth (Paddock)	 6-23-2003	 Snellville, Ga.
1941	 Cascio, Doris Emily (Chase)	 8-1-2007	 Canoga Park, Calif.
1941	 Sawmiller, Thelma Maude (Deal)	 9-22-2007	 Bryan, Ohio
1943	 Bender, Floyd Edwin	 5-30-2001	 Montgomery, Texas
1943	 Rice, Clura Ruth (Thornton)	 8-17-2007	 Mankato, Minn.
1944	 Abbott, Beverly Joy (Daugherty)	 3-29-2005	 Des Moines, Iowa
1944	 Loomis, David	 3-17-2007	 Corvallis, Ore.
1945	 Carroll, Velta Marie (Stephens)	 8-30-2007	 Rochester, Minn.
1945	 Sjolander, Eric Thomas	 4-6-2007	 Calabasas, Calif.
1945	 Swank, Fred	 8-25-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1946	 Nass, Martin Edward	 12-25-2007	 Webster City, Iowa
1946	 Scott, Ronald D.	 10-10-2007	 Johnston, Iowa
1947	 Cummings, Betty Jean (Craig)	 1-4-2008	 Ames, Iowa
1947	 Daugherty, Joseph J.	 7-4-2004	 Minneapolis, Minn.
1947	 Oakes, Samuel James	 8-25-2007	 Findlay, Ohio
1947	 Vifquain, Ned Ochiltree	 11-16-2007	 Nevada, Iowa
1948	 Clark, George H.	 11-1-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1948	 Throckmorton, Adel Marquette	 10-21-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1950	 Clauson, Leslie Boyd	 12-10-2006	 Lancaster, Neb.
1951	 Scott, Joan Elaine (Stock)	 12-20-2007	 Hot Springs, Ark.
1952	 Apperson, Joann Charnel (Peterson)	 9-18-2006	 Olympia, Wash.
1953	 Blair, Jack Wilson	 9-29-2007 	 Ames, Iowa
1954	 Emery, Carol Ann (Wells)	 10-11-2007	 Walker, Minn.
1956	 Nielsen, Karen (Wall)	 1-5-2008	 Cincinnati, Ohio
1959	 Willig, Patricia Lynn (Ritland)	 8-20-2007	 Philadelphia, Pa.
1960	 Beach, Lynn Evelyn (DeMoss)	 12-13-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1960	 Carr, Jack Francis	 10-24-2007	 Branson, Mo.
1960 	 Craven, Catherine Rae (Peterson)	 10-23-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1960	 Davidson, Arlow Dawayne	 6-11-2003	 Iowa City, Iowa
1961	 Anderson, Thomas G.	 10-27-2007	 Land O Lakes, Fla.
1962	 Speers,  Richard	 12-10-2007	 Bellingham, Wash.
1964	 Lange, Dennis Eugene	 10-25-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1967	 Perkovich, Janice Jacqueline (Pepper)	 11-21-2007	 Ames, Iowa
1973	 Fisher, Laurie Jean (Newell)	 9-18-2001	 Spicer, Minn.
1973	 Miller, John Robert	 11-2-2007	 Nevada, Iowa
1974	 Kraus, Joy Denise (Becker)	 10-1-2007	 Boone, Iowa
1979	 Hall, Sheryll Ann	 1-5-2008	 Waterloo, Iowa
1981	 Rolland, Sonia Kay	 11-17-2007	 Ames, Iowa
2005	 Prindle, Nathan Logan	 9-23-2007	 Ames, Iowa
Staff	 Jensen, Daniel J.	 9-26-2007	 Ames, Iowa
Staff	 Sturtevant, Floyd	 1-6-2008	 Sun City West, Ariz.
Staff	 Tjaden, Dallas Steven	 5-30-2007	 Council Bluffs, Iowa
Staff	 Young, Verne M.	 3-16-2006	 Sun City, Ariz.

Class	 Name			             Date of Death      Place of Death

Some Have Left Us
The following alumni are known to have died in recent years.  Those listed in previous 
newsletters are omitted here.  Some information is incomplete.  If you have more infor-
mation or unreported deaths, please advise the AHSAA.  
A complete listing of all known deceased alumni is available at www.ahsalum.org.
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In memory of:
	 Merrill “Mert” Bonwell, ‘65
	 by Jean Drake Cleverly, ‘65

In memory of:
	 Linda M. Ricketts, ‘68
	 by Michael P. Morgan, ‘70

In memory of:
	T homas G. Anderson, ‘61
	 by J. Paul Clark, ‘61

In memory of:
	 Adel M. Throckmorton, ‘48
	 by George (‘48) and 
	 Nancy Neff Clark (‘48)

In honor of:
	 Ann Record Rozeboom
	 by Juliana Rozeboom Wernimont, ‘79

In memory of:
	 Jerome E. Finnegan, ‘68
	 Donna J. Finnegan, ‘75
	 by Kathleen Finnegan Moller, ‘66

In memory of:
	 George H. Clark, ‘48
	 by Janet A. Hoff, ‘48

In memory of:
	 George H. Clark, ‘48
	 Adel M. Throckmorton, ‘48
	 by Sharon Arrasmith Petersma, ‘48

In memory of: 
	 Bayard “Pete” Lodden ‘53
	 by Delores Lodden McAllister, ‘47

In memory of:
	 Grace R. Bauske, Staff
	 by Katherine Trahanovsky, ‘88

In memory of:
	 Grace R. Bauske, Staff
	 by Kathryn Carter Frederick, ‘73

In memory of:
	 George H. Clark, ‘48
	 Ralph L. Farrar, Staff
	 by Charles (‘53) and Neala Benson

In memory of:
	 Dennis Lange, ‘64
	 by George F. Clark, Jr., ‘64

In memory of:
	 James E. Klingseis, ‘62
	 by Michael (‘62) and Diane Neville 	
	 Childs, (‘62)

In memory of:
	 Margaret Ann Taylor Thornburg, ‘41
	 Barbara Jean Hall Cunningham, ‘41
	 By:  Marjorie Hein Mickelson, ‘41

In memory of:
	 Robert T. Hamilton, Staff
	 by Connie Bailey Wright, ‘64

In memory of:
	 Patricia Ritland Sonnenschein, ‘59
	 by Sandra Peterson Blalock, ‘59

In memory of:
	 Grace R. Bauske, Staff
	 by Cynthia Larson Ambroson, ‘73

In memory of:
	 Alice Virginia Frazier Fox, ‘38
	 by Robert J. Frazier, ‘40

In memory of:
	 Everett G. Ritland, Staff
	 Ronald C. Norman, Staff
	 Mary McNally, Staff
	 by David L. Everds, ‘54

Memorials continued

AHSAA Reunion Dates
May 30-31, 2008	 Class of 1943 & 1944 65th Reunion
August 12-13, 2008	 Class of 1953 55th Reunion
June 20-22, 2008	 Class of 1958 50th Golden Reunion
July, 2008 (tentative)	 AHS Alumni Golf Outing
July 25-26, 2008	 Class of 1978 30th Reunion
July 25-27, 2008	 Class of 1988 20th Reunion
September 12-14, 2008	 Class of 1948 60th Diamond Reunion
December, 2008  (tentative)	 All AHS Classes Holiday Get Together
Friday, Dec 26, 2008 (tentative)
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The Ames High School Alumni Newsletter (ISSN 1055-5196) is published three times a year by the Ames High School Alumni 
Association (AHSAA).  Membership in the AHSAA is $6 for 1 year, $11 for two years, $15 for three years (see member form for 
foreign pricing).  Membership is open to everyone, not just Ames High School alumni.  The AHSAA meets monthly on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 6:00 P.M. in the Alumni Office at Ames High School.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
The Ames High School Alumni Association can be contacted as follows:
	 1921 Ames High Drive	       --or--     	 Fax: (515) 232-7746	         --or--	 www.ahsalum.org
	 Ames, IA   50010		   	 email: info@ahsalum.org

---------- Membership Reminder ----------
A reminder to check your newsletter label below to see if your AHSAA mem-

bership is about to expire.  Memberships expire December 31 of the year indi-
cated on the mailing label.  Printed above your name is your graduation number, 
graduation year and membership year.  Please send your graduation year and 
number with your check.  

Also, remember to send any name and address changes, alumni accom-
plishments and death information to the AHSAA.  Any Spirits or high school 
memorabilia are always welcome.  Nominations for distinguished alumni can be 
submitted at any time.  See below for how to contact the AHSAA.

Thank you for supporting the Ames High School Alumni Association!

		  Jack Smalling ‘58 - President, Database Manager
		  John Timmons ‘64 - Vice President, AEF Representative
		  Bill Ripp (Honorary) - Secretary, Correspondence
		  Connie (Martin) Vaclav ‘76 - Treasurer
		  Ed Hendrickson ‘74 - Web Master, Email
		  Tami Kuhn ‘79 - Newsletter

AMES HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
1921 Ames High Drive
Ames, Iowa   50010
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Ames High Web site
Keep up with what is happening 
at Ames High School by check-
ing out our Web site at http:
//www.ames.k12.ia.us. Here you 
can click on links to access for 
“Daily Notes” to see the day-to-
day news for students, the “Weekly 
Calendar” will assist you in finding 
events scheduled during the week 
and our “AHS News” link to read 
the columns from Ames High and 
Ames Middle schools, that appear 
each week in Story Today, a part 
of the Wednesday edition of The 
Tribune.

There is also a link to the Ames High 
Alumni Association Web site:
www.ahsalum.org.


